Aristolochia maxima is a Neotropical species native to Central and South America. It is reported here for the first time from northern Western Ghats of Maharashtra, India. A brief description along with photographs are provided for easy identification.
Introduction
Aristolochia L., the largest genus of the family Aristolochiaceae, comprises c. 500 species, is pantropically distributed, extending to the subtropics as well as to Mediterranean zones with a few species in temperate areas (Pfeifer, 1966; Wagner et al., 2012; Do & Nghiem, 2017) . Diversity of the species declines sharply from tropics to temperate regions with China, Mexico, Brazil, and Hispaniola showing high rate of endemism (Pfeifer, 1966; González et al., 2014; Do & Nghiem, 2017) . In India, the genus is represented by 18 species (Santapau & Henry, 1973; Sivarajan & Pradeep, 1989; Karthikeyan et al., 2009; Baruah et al., 2012; Ravikumar et al., 2014) . During the field exploration to northern Western Ghats in 2013, an unreported species of Aristolochia was collected from Tilari Ghats of Maharashtra. On careful examination, it was identified as Aristolochia maxima Jacq., which is reported here as new to India. Distribution: Central, North and South America, Martinique. In India it is found growing on moist thickets at an elevation of c. 590 m along northern Western Ghats in Maharashtra.
Notes: This species is commonly known as Florida Dutchman's pipe vine and is distributed in the Neotropical regions and its present report is of phytogeographical significance as may be a case of escape into wild. Pollination systems of A. maxima are different from those of other Aristolochia in lacking trap mechanisms. Furthermore, the pollinators oviposit in the flowers, and their larvae grow on the fallen, decaying flowers on the ground. Therefore, the plants have a mutualistic relationship with their pollinators (Sakai, 2002) . Preliminary observations show that even though there is profuse fruiting and seed setting, the regeneration rate is quite low. 
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